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To Our Readers:
Information and/or stories from

family history are welcome. Forward them by 
the 15th of each month for publication to:

Leslie Lawton
125 Connemara Way #141

Sunnyvale, CA 94087
weproduce@aol.com (e-mail)

•
This newsletter is published monthly for

Society members and friends.
 Editor(s) Leslie Lawton
  Barb Overholt
 President Rosa Romano
 Vice President Janice Havey
 Secretary Jodi Gordon
 Treasurer Johan Koning
 Museum Chair Laura Babcock
 Artifacts/Database Jeanine Stanek
 Layout/Design barbcards Illustrations

•
Museum location and hours:

235 California Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA 94088

408-749-0220

Tuesdays & Thursdays
12:00 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.

Sundays • 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

•
Board of Directors meet on the first

Monday of each month at the
Murphy Park Building.

•
www.heritageparkmuseum.org

P. O. Box 61301
Sunnyvale, CA 94088

APRIL 2008

Sunnyvale Historical Society
and Museum Association

Membership
Renewal

Enclosed

Find New Members!

Name  ___________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ____________________________________________

E-mail? ______________________ Phone _____________________
Your membership options:
 q	 individual $25 q	 senior individual $20
 q	 family $45 q	 senior family $35
 q	 contributor $50 or more q	 lifetime $400 or more
 q	 business or organization $100 
 q	 business or organization lifetime $1,000

Number of new SHS friends I enrolled: (circle) 1   2   3   4   more? _____

Please return to:
SHS • POB 61301 • Sunnyvale, CA 94088

SHS 2008
Membership Drive

Renew or find a new friend for SHS
Do consider the contributor or lifetime option!

By the time this update hits your mailboxes, we will have 
finished our basic construction contract for our new Museum. 
Thank you Kent Construction Company! There are a few more 
items left to finish such as adding additional fencing around the 
south side, sealing the exterior porch railings, balustrades, etc., 
and bringing in the garden shed. As you can see from the photo, 
it is a beautiful building, albeit an empty building, ready to turn 
into a first class historical museum.

The next phase of construction involves the design, fabrication 
and installation of the exhibit casework, murals and large scale 
graphic panels. General Graphics has been working with our 
exhibit design committee for months now to determine each 
exhibit story and each exhibit artifact. They will start detailed 
fabrication immediately and continue until the grand opening 
date of September 27. We will get as many exhibits completed 
as we have both the time and the funds to do so. We will also 
be having workers on site installing wireless internet services, 
additional phone lines, paneling, picture moldings, shelving for 

several rooms and storage spaces, as well as beginning the set up the period rooms. The building will continue to be a hub of activity 
throughout the spring and summer as we ready it for the public. Unfortunately, this also means no admittance to the site or building 
to anyone while this work is going on due to liability issues. Please do respect the signs that request authorized workers only.

Special thanks this month go to Kent Robertson and Jane Vaughan. Kent, project CFO, has been keeping track of our funds 
throughout the entire fundraising phase and construction. Thankfully, he watches our pennies and nickels just as closely as he does 
our millions! Jane has assisted in producing our many invoices and reports for the CCHE grant, determining which expense falls 
under which task approved by the State over two years ago. We have appreciated Kent’s and Jane’s expert attention to the details 
so every penny is accounted for and not one is wasted nor lost. Thank you Kent and Jane!

Save the date! Plans are underway for a grand “Irish Day” celebration as the Murphy’s return to their rebuilt homestead on 
September 27 from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Laura Babcock

Saturday • APRIL 12
All day beginning at 8:00 a.m.

795 S. Wolfe Road
(betw. El Camino & Railroad tracks)

Free drop off on Friday, April 11.
All proceeds directly benefit SHS Museum.
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WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS!

Jim Asbra
Howard Chuck

Victoria Encalada
Jo Fisher

Ali & Julieta Ghafounpoun
Donna Lacy

Jim & Theresa Asbra
Jack & Nancy Brown  
Mike & Jacquie Coggiola
Preston & Susan Finney
Evelyn Golden
Ed Grady
Robert Harms
Juanita Harris
Linda Kubitz
Kuykendall-Auto

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Henry & Deborah Lambert
John & Karen Leipelt
Tony & Lorraine Maciejowski
Millie Manfrey
Charles Miguelgorry
Julia Miller
Charles & Judith Munnerlyn
Glenda & Tom Murray
Hall Murdock
Dorothy Nickels

Membership Renewal Update

As can be seen in the graph, 
our membership renewal is still 
going very well. However, still 
16% of the membership has 
not renewed. As a reminder, if 
there is a “2007” printed on your 
mailing label, that indicates 
that you have not renewed 
your membership for this year, 
2008. If you do not renew, you 
will soon no longer receive the 
newsletter and be kept up to 
date on all the many happenings 
at the Historical Society.

As we near completion of our 
new Museum, it becomes even 
more important that we have 
more and more paid members. In our old facility we had the great fortune of being able 
to borrow equipment, etc., from the City, but once in our new home we are completely 
on our own. Even though the membership has grown tremendously this past year, we 
are not quite there to completely sustain ourselves and we still need new members. 
Take the time to go over to the Community Center and see our new building. I think 
you will be very impressed and will agree that this new Museum is a real treasure to our 
city. Just seeing this impressive and beautiful building will cause you to want to share it 
with your friends and neighbors, so go out and help spread the word.

General Meeting 
Report

The General Meeting was held on 
March 3, 2008 and was a huge success. 
The major event of the evening was 
the viewing of “From Garden Shed to 
New Museum,” led by Laura Babcock 
with photos by Johan Koning. They 
masterfully took the entire audience 
through a sequence of photographs 
illustrating the building of our new 
Museum, the recreation of the Murphy 
House, from groundbreaking to almost 
completion. One could almost feel 
the excitement being generated by 
our proud members, all of whom have 
worked so hard to bring this project to 
fruition in record time. The entire project 
is on budget and on time. The bricks and 
tiles have been laid and the landscaping 
is going in. Also plans for future museum 
exhibits are well in place, so all in all, it 
was a very exciting program. We owe 
a huge thank you to Laura who has 
worked so very hard over the years to 
our make our dream a reality.

Ben Koning brought us all up to 
date on his documentary, which is near 
completion, about Arthur Bessey, the 
developer of the Echophone radio. 
However, he kept us all in suspense 
regarding the final content. We look 
forward to this finished project as well.

We sold a lot of items from our gift 
table including books, mugs, videos, 
etc. These items and much more will 
be included in our gift shop in our new 
museum when it opens. Hold the date 
for September 27 for the grand opening. 
We are almost ready for the great drum 
roll!

Raymond Perusina
Arline Reed
Christopher Somers
Nick Tikvica
Andrew & Mignon Trice
Teresa & John Turco
Nirmala Vaidyanathan
Kay Weaver
Paul Werner

-2-   -3-

Remembering
The Month of April

April 18, 1882  — James Murphy, eldest son of Martin Murphy, Jr., dies.
April 1, 1901 — Sunnyvale’s name becomes effective for all records.
April 5, 1913 — Sunnyvale celebrates its incorporation.
April 1, 1918 — A bid is accepted from George D. Huston to erect a firehouse for 
$2,950. All supplies and labor are included in the bid.
April 4, 1933 — USS Akron crashes off New Jersey coast. Rear Admiral Moffett is killed 
and 73 men of the 76 crew are lost.
April 12, 1933 — Moffett Field commissioned Sunnyvale Naval Air Station.
April 11, 1962 — Helicopter service is started. It serves SFO to the International 
Science Center.

 Chiyo Winters

Upcoming
Events

Monday, April 7
Board Meeting

7:00 p.m.
Murphy Park Building

Saturday, April 12
Citywide and Historical Society

Garage Sale
Monday, April 21

Executive Board Meeting
 7:00 p.m.

Monday, May 5
Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Murphy Park Building
Monday, May 19

Executive Board Meeting
7:00 p.m.

(Dates and times subject to change.)

REMINDER ...
If you haven’t renewed your 

membership, please take a 
moment and do so. We would

appreciate receiving your  
renewal payment by April 1.

Thank you!

From the President
I love watching reality shows. Some would say it borders on an addiction! One of my favorite and most inspirational reality shows 

is “Clean Sweep”. If you are not familiar with this show, it takes a couple/family and cleans out their clutter and revamps two rooms 
in their house. You would not believe the clutter in some of these rooms. You could barely walk into the rooms. An organizer by the 
name of Peter helps the family release some of their clutter and try to figure out why they are hanging on to it. It is quite insightful. 
After watching the show, I find myself going through my closet, my shed, and my third bedroom releasing my unnecessary clutter. 
But where does that clutter go? To someone else’s house, since it is all sold at a garage sale or given away to a charity. 

Do you need to “release” some of your clutter? If so, we would be happy to take it from you for the Sunnyvale Historical Society 
Garage Sale (Saturday, April 12). Please, no computers or anything considered e-waste. If you need someone to assist you in 
carting your clutter away, we can find a way to help. You can also drop your donations at the home of Jed Cry at 795 S. Wolfe Road 
on Friday, April 11, the day before the garage sale.

If you were not at the March General Meeting, you missed a great presentation on the building of the new Sunnyvale Historical 
Society Museum. It was thrilling to see it go from a garden shed to a full fledged building. Thank you Johan Koning for putting the 
photo presentation together and Laura Babcock for narrating.

We also had an artifact table set up and it was so much fun trying to identify artifacts and photos. Thank you Jeanine Stanek and 
Zita Melton for the interesting and challenging display.

Your new slate of officers and board members have been selected by the nomination committee. Don’t forget to welcome 
them.

Rosa Romano

Board of Directors • 2008/2009

EXECUTIVE BOARD
 President  Rose Kausek
 Vice President/Marketing/PR  Floyd Frederickson
 Secretary Jodi Gordon
 Treasurer Johan Koning
 Museum Chair/Volunteer Director Laura Babcock

BOARD MEMBERS
 Gift Shop Chair Bobbie Birnie
 Membership Chair Robert Field
 Children’s School Program Chair Ruth Johnson
 Archivist Chair Jeanine Stanek
 IT Web Master Chair Howard Chuck
 Legal Support Advisor Pat Vorreiter
 Garage Sales/Parliamentarian Jed Cyr
 Fundraising Chair Julia Miller
 Holiday Teas Chair Janice Havey


